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Russian Political Theories: 

3.2 Eurasianism 

Definition and Origins: Eurasianism is a geopolitical theory that emphasizes 

Russia’s unique position between Europe and Asia. It advocates for integrating 

Russia and its neighboring regions into a unified Eurasian civilization, distinct 

from Western Europe and China. 

Theoretical Framework: Eurasianism argues for a strong, centralized state to lead 

regional integration and counter Western influence. It envisions a multipolar world 

order where Russia plays a significant role in balancing global power. 

Key Figures: 

• Nikolai Trubetzkoy: Emphasized Russia’s cultural and geopolitical role as a 

bridge between Europe and Asia, advocating for a distinct Eurasian identity. 

• Alexander Dugin: A contemporary proponent who argues for a multipolar 

world and a strong Russian state to counter Western dominance. 

Impact on Domestic Policy: Eurasianism influences domestic policies by 

promoting a national identity that integrates European and Asian elements. It 

supports state control and regional integration. 

Impact on International Relations: Eurasianism guides Russia’s efforts to 

strengthen ties with former Soviet states and other Eurasian countries. It supports a 

multipolar world order and challenges Western influence. 

3.3 Conservatism and Nationalism 



Doctoral Program of Political Science: Modern Political Science   

02:  Russian Political Theory    

                                                       

2 

Definition and Origins: Russian conservatism and nationalism focus on 

preserving traditional values, national sovereignty, and cultural identity. These 

ideologies emerged in response to Western liberalism and modernization 

challenges. 

Theoretical Framework: Conservatism promotes the preservation of traditional 

institutions, such as the Orthodox Church and autocratic governance. Nationalism 

emphasizes Russian cultural identity and the need for a strong state to defend 

national interests. 

Key Figures: 

• Sergei Uvarov: His ideology of "Orthodoxy, Autocracy, and Nationality" 

aimed to preserve traditional values and institutions. 

• Vladimir Putin: Reflects conservatism and nationalism in his policies, 

focusing on consolidating power, promoting traditional values, and 

enhancing national identity. 

Impact on Domestic Policy: These ideologies reinforce traditional values and 

institutions, including support for Orthodox Christianity and state control over key 

industries. 

Impact on International Relations: Conservatism and nationalism shape Russia’s 

foreign policy, emphasizing the defense of national sovereignty and resistance to 

Western liberalism. 
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4. Future Adaptations and Prospects 

4.1 Evolving Theories 

Russian political theories are expected to evolve in response to global changes, 

such as technological advancements and shifting geopolitical dynamics. 

Eurasianism may adapt to new regional realities, while conservatism might evolve 

to address contemporary social and economic challenges. 

4.2 Strategic Developments 

Future Russian political strategies will involve balancing economic development 

with political stability. This includes navigating global technological changes, 

addressing internal socio-economic issues, and maintaining regional influence. The 

evolution of political theories will play a crucial role in shaping Russia’s approach 

to both domestic and international challenges. 

 

 

Conclusion 

1. Historical Legacy: Russian political theories have evolved from early 

autocratic traditions through Marxism-Leninism and post-Soviet transitions 

to contemporary Eurasianism and conservatism. These historical trajectories 

continue to shape Russia’s political landscape. 

2. Orthodox Christianity’s Influence: The integration of Orthodox 

Christianity into Russian governance has contributed to a unique blend of 

religious and state authority that impacts modern conservatism. 
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3. Soviet Marxism-Leninism: The Soviet adoption of Marxism-Leninism 

established a basis for state control and centralized planning, influencing 

both domestic policies and international relations during the Soviet era and 

beyond. 

4. Post-Soviet Transition: The transition from Soviet rule to a market-oriented 

system under Yeltsin and Putin’s subsequent reassertion of centralized 

power reflect significant shifts in Russian political thought. 

5. Eurasianism’s Role: Eurasianism advocates for Russia’s role as a bridge 

between Europe and Asia, influencing current geopolitical strategies and 

regional integration efforts. 

6. Conservatism and Nationalism: Modern Russian conservatism and 

nationalism emphasize the preservation of traditional values and national 

sovereignty, shaping domestic policies and Russia’s stance on global issues. 

7. Key Figures: Influential figures such as Lenin, Stalin, Trubetzkoy, and 

Putin have played critical roles in shaping Russian political theories and 

practices. 

8. Domestic Policy Implications: Political theories significantly impact 

domestic policies, including governance, economic management, and 

cultural promotion, reflecting a blend of historical influences and 

contemporary challenges. 

9. International Relations: Russian political theories guide international 

strategies, focusing on resisting Western influence and pursuing regional 

integration. 

10. Future Prospects: Russian political theories are likely to adapt to emerging 

global trends, such as technological advancements and shifting geopolitical 

dynamics, influencing Russia’s future domestic and international strategies. 
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