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American Political Theory

The political history of the United States is a rich tapestry of evolving ideas, institutions,
and power dynamics that reflect the nation's ongoing quest for democracy and governance.
From its founding as a collection of thirteen colonies seeking independence from British rule, to
its current status as a global superpower, U.S. political history is marked by key milestones,
such as the drafting of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.
These foundational documents laid the groundwork for a democratic system based on the

principles of liberty, equality, and justice.

1. U.S. Society Population: The population of the United States is approximately 334 million (2023
estimate). Ethnic Diversity: The U.S. is highly diverse. Non-Hispanic whites make up about 60% of the
population, followed by Hispanics (18.5%), African Americans (12.5%), and Asians (6%). Population
Growth: The population growth rate is relatively low, driven by declining birth rates and increased
immigration.

2. U.S. Economy: Gross Domestic Product (GDP): The U.S. has the largest economy in the world, with a
GDP of around $26.7 trillion (2023). Unemployment Rate: The U.S. has a low unemployment rate, standing
at 3.5% as of 2023. Key Industries: The U.S. economy is highly diversified, with major industries including
technology (companies like Apple and Google), healthcare, manufacturing, and financial services. Inflation:
The U.S. has seen rising inflation, reaching around 4-6% by mid-2023.

3. U.S. Trade: Exports: The U.S. is one of the largest exporters in the world, exporting technology products,
oil, automobiles, and pharmaceuticals. In 2022, U.S. exports totaled approximately $2.1 trillion. Imports: The
U.S. is heavily reliant on imports, including electronics, machinery, and oil. Imports totaled $3.3 trillion in
2022. Major Trading Partners: The U.S.'s primary trading partners include China, Canada, Mexico, Japan,
and the European Union.

4. U.S. Military Power: Defense Budget: The U.S. has the largest defense budget in the world, totaling
approximately $850 billion in 2023.Active Military Personnel: The U.S. has around 1.4 million active-duty
military personnel, with an additional 800,000 reserve personnel. Global Military Presence: The U.S.
maintains military bases in over 70 countries worldwide, with troops stationed in regions such as Europe, the
Middle East, and Asia. Nuclear Arsenal: The U.S. possesses about 5,500 nuclear warheads, making it one of
the world’s largest nuclear powers.
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(1-1) American Political History

Colonial Era (1607-1776): America was a collection of British colonies. Tensions grew
over issues like taxation without representation, leading to the American Revolution.
Revolution and Independence (1776-1789): The Declaration of Independence was
signed in 1776. The Revolutionary War ended in 1783 with American victory. The
Avrticles of Confederation were the first governing document but were replaced by the
U.S. Constitution in 1789 due to weaknesses.

Early Republic (1789-1824): George Washington became the first president. The period
saw the establishment of foundational institutions and debates between Federalists and
Anti-Federalists.

Jacksonian Democracy (1824-1860): Marked by the expansion of suffrage to all white
men and the rise of populism. Andrew Jackson's presidency exemplified this era,
emphasizing a stronger executive branch.

Civil War and Reconstruction (1861-1877): The Civil War (1861-1865) was fought
over slavery and states' rights.

Progressive Era (1890s-1920s): A period of social activism and political reform. Issues
like workers' rights, women's suffrage, and government corruption were addressed.

New Deal and WWI1 (1933-1945): In response to the Great Depression, Franklin D.
Roosevelt implemented the New Deal, expanding federal government intervention in the
economy. The U.S. emerged as a global superpower after World War 1.

Cold War Era (1947-1991): A period of geopolitical tension between the U.S. and the
Soviet Union, characterized by the threat of nuclear war, the Korean and Vietnam Wars,
and the Space Race.

Modern Era (1991-present): Post-Cold War, the U.S. has faced challenges like
terrorism, economic crises, and political polarization. The 21st century has seen

significant technological and social changes.
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(2-1) The Origin of the U.S. Constitution

Historical Background: The U.S. Constitution is the foundational legal document that outlines
the framework for the federal government of the United States. It was adopted on September 17,
1787, during the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia.

Purpose of the Constitution: The Constitution aimed to create a stronger central government
capable of addressing national challenges, while still preserving the rights of states and
individuals.

Main Articles of the Constitution

Article I: Establishes the legislative branch of the federal government, known as Congress,
which consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives. It outlines the powers and
responsibilities of Congress, including the ability to create laws, levy taxes, and regulate
commerce.

Article 11: Defines the executive branch, including the roles of the President and Vice
President. It specifies the powers and duties of the President, the process of election, and the
conditions for holding office.

Article I11: Establishes the judicial branch, including the Supreme Court and other federal
courts. It outlines the structure and authority of the judiciary, ensuring an independent system to
interpret laws and administer justice.

Article 1V: Addresses the relationships between states and between states and the federal
government, including the admission of new states and the responsibilities of states to each
other.

Article V: Describes the process for amending the Constitution. It allows for changes and
additions to be made through a formal process, ensuring the Constitution can adapt over time.

Article VI: Affirms the Constitution as the supreme law of the land and requires all officials to
take an oath to support it. It also deals with issues related to federal debts, treaties, and religious
tests for officeholders.

Article VI1I: Outlines the procedure for ratifying the Constitution, specifying the number of
state ratifications required for the document to take effect.
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Key Amendments

Bill of Rights (1791): The first ten amendments to the Constitution, known as the Bill of Rights, were adopted
in 1791. These amendments guarantee fundamental rights and freedoms, including freedom of speech, religion,
and the press, as well as the right to a fair trial and protection against unreasonable searches and seizures.

13th Amendment (1865): Abolished slavery and involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime. It
marked a significant step toward ending the institution of slavery in the United States.

14th Amendment (1868): Granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the United States and
ensured equal protection under the law. It addressed issues related to civil rights and due process.

15th Amendment (1870): Prohibited the denial of the right to vote based on race, color, or previous condition
of servitude. It aimed to protect voting rights for African American men.

19th Amendment (1920): Granted women the right to vote, marking a significant milestone in the women’s
suffrage movement.

26th Amendment (1971): Lowered the voting age to 18, expanding voting rights to younger citizens.
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(2-2) Enlightenment Influence

The Enlightenment was a period in the 17th and 18th centuries marked by a surge in
philosophical, scientific, and political thought. Thinkers like John Locke, Jean-Jacques

Rousseau, and Montesquieu profoundly influenced the architects of American political theory.

» John Locke’s Social Contract Theory
» Montesquieu’s Separation of Powers

> Rousseau’s Popular Sovereignty..
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