UNIT 9

Modal verbs

Modal verbs can express ability, obligation, permission, and
request. They can also express the idea of probability or
how certain a situation is. There is an introduction to
modal auxiliary verbs on p139.

Modal verbs of probability
91 Expressing possibility/probability:
b:m %rpms P‘-":: ity/p ity:

1 Mustand can’t express the logical conclusion of a
situation: must = logically probable; can’t = logically
improbable. We don't have all the facts, so we are not
absolutely sure, but we are pretty certain,

He must be exhausted. He can't even stand up.

Sue can't have a ten-year-old daughter! Sue’s only 24!
He's in great shape, even though he must be at least 60!
A walk in this weather! You must be joking!

Is there no answer? They must be sleeping. They can't
be out this late!

2 Could and may/might express possibility in the
present or future. May/Might + ot is the negative.
Couldn'tis rare in this use.

He might be lost.

They could move to a different place.

Dave and Beth aren't at home. They could be at the
concert, I suppose.

We may go to Greece for our vacation. We haven't
decided

yet.

Take your umbrella. It might rain later,

I'might not be able to come tonight. I might have to

work late,
The continuous infinitive
Must/could/can't/might + be + -ing make the continuous
form in the present.
%ﬂ;ﬂl be working late.

be working very hard.

Compare:

Johr's grass is lovely. He must cut it regularly.’ (habit)

s John doing in the garden?' ‘He might be cutting the
grass.’ (now)

.’ﬂigumpombmwpmmnm:

The perfect
Hmfmuwmn'wsigﬁr + have + past participle express
}?“‘0{ ity in the past.
&mﬁh::bnu exhausted,
He mighy h"l;:: zi:: about us yet.

“ould have moved house,
The continmons infinitive
mﬁﬂﬁu{djﬂu’:{nﬁghl + have + been + -ing make the
e
He fryi

ould haye been fﬁn";g;:z ey
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mﬁn“ml,ﬂnitlf::ﬁ:cr practice of the

bgs Asking about possibilities

To ask about possibility/probability we usually use Do think ...? i

forms with modal verbs of probability are un:sual. PR e

?';h yuudrhink she's married?” ‘She can't be."

‘Where do you think he's from?’ ‘He might be Spanish or Portuguese®

"Do you think they've arrived yet?* “They may havim Or they n-righfuh::; got
stuck in the traffic’

bu So do I! Neither do II

When we agree or disagree using So .../Neither ... I, we repeat the auxiliary
If there is no auxiliary, use do/does/did. Be careful with sentence

stress.

AGREEING DISAGREEING
®
I like ice-cream. Sodol. I don’t like Mary. I.dc.
I'm wearing jeans. Soaml. We're going now. We aren't
I can swim. Socanl. laanspeak Polish.  Iaan't
I went out. Sodidl. I haven't been skiing. | have.
® ®
I don’t like working.  Neither do . I like pizza. Idon't
I can’t drive, Neithercanl. | Isaw Patyesterday. Ididn't
I haven't been to Paris Neither have 1. | I'm going to have I'm not.
some coffee.

D95 ¢oo and either/neither

We express that we have the same ideas as somebody else by using tooand
either/neither. With foo and either we repeat the auxiliary verbs or, if there is n¢
auxiliary, use do/does/did.

1 like ice-cream. I do, too. / Me too.
I have always studied hard. I have, too. / Me too.
I don't like working. I don's, either. / Me neither.

I can't play a musical instrument. 1 can't, either. / Me neither.



» Character adjectives - §

Modal verbs 3 = probability

*  PROBLEMS, PROBLEMS!

TEST YOUR GRAMMAR must, could, might, can't
1 Read each paifraof sent:;c)e:r I:hthe

sentence is afact, put{v'}. A 1 Do you ever read advice columns i

sentence is only a possibility, put (P). : in

| D mestbeill What kind of problems do people w
(2 rm il 2 What do you think are the problems

2 [© She could be having a shower. Iverson below? Who did they write t
['she’s having a shower.

3 [That isn't your bag.

(] That can't be your bag. =
4 [ You must have met my brother. Wr
[(2You've met my brother. l e

5 [ They haven't met the president.

(X They an't have met the president. ;
§ Oshieparemgheeatee, | [13VE YOU @Ot a pro
lived there,
[Shakca):fearr might ) (1) Luke’s problem:
have lived there. Dear Aunt Amelia,

We fight all the time. I ha
Aunt Amelia replies:

. Dear Luke,
; 1tis very difficult not to get angry \
situation.
your ¢
are

yo



PRACTICE

Grammar and speaking

1 Respond to the statements or question. Use the words
in brackets.

1 Ihaven't eaten anything since breakfast. (must/hungry)
You must be hungry.

Steve has three jobs. (can’t/much free time)

The phone’s ringing. (might/Jane)

The cat’s soaking wet! (must/raining)

Listen to all those fire engines! (must/somewhere)

I don’t know where Sam is. (could/his bedroom)
Marta isn’t in the kitchen. (can’t/cooking dinner)
Whose coat is this? (might/John’s)

Listen and check. Practise the sentences with
a partner. Pay attention to stress and intonation.
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he

‘You must be hungry’
2 ‘Steve has three jobs.
‘He can't have much free time.
3 “The phone’s ringing’
‘It might be Jane.
4 ‘The cat’s soaking wet!’
‘Oh, it must be raining’ .
5 ‘Listen to all those fire engines!’ i
‘Ooh, there must be a fire somewhere.”
6 ‘I don't know where Sam is’ it?
‘He could be in his bedroom.’
7 ‘Marta isn’t in the kitchen.
‘She can’t be cooking dinner.
8 ‘Whose coat is this?’
3 ‘It might be John's.




PRACTICE

Grammar and speaking

1 Respond to the statements and questions. Use the words
in brackets.

ot

U W N

6

I can’t find my homework. (must/forget)

You must have forgatten it

Mark didn’t come to school last week. (must/ill)
Why is Isabel late for class? (might/oversleep)

I can’t find my notebook. (must/drop)

The teacher’s checking Maria’s work.
(can’t/finish already)

How did Bob get such good marks in that test?
(must/cheat)

Listen and check. Practise the sentences with

S

a partner.

B

ls, Greag!
'LrL‘CSt
L You

i\ Bye.

b4

H a date. Next time po ronad the

|

1 A Iaan't find my homework.
B You must have forgotten it.

2 A Mark didn’t come to school last week.
B He must have been ill.

3 A Why is Isabel late for class?
B She might have

4 A Ican’t find my notebook.
B You must have dropped it.

5 A The teacher’s checking Maria’s work.
B She can’t have finished already!

6 A How did Bob get such good marks in that

o

test?

B He must have cheated!

€ aNSWerti

too, Andy. Sye now. '



EVERYDAY ENGLISH
So do Il Neitherdo 1!

1 Listen to Sue’s friends talking to her about

themselves. Put a () if it's the same for Sue and a (X)

if it’'s different.

Sue's friends Sue Sua’s words

1 1 want to travel the world. v Sodol.

| don't want to have lots of
children.

E Y

1 can't drive.

v

I'm not going to get married
until I'm 35.

| went to London last year.

|

|

i

i 3 | can speak four languages.
|

i
!
i
| I've never been to Australia.

I don't like dentists.

AR R

I'm bored with Hollywood

actors.

10 | love shopping.

2 Write in Sue’s words. Choose from the lists below.

I Youge@narried Moy~ sie® g g o
~thé 'answer
L RATRY i . T . ' ‘
Yes, -.l:'lnul:rly And

thiey et alunH
L. Usivally

they serm very hapriry and
very well with one aravibuer

Z B 1 don’t want to have lots of children.
S Necitherdo L.

3 C 1 can speak four langnages.
S lant

R T I

weA=pTANNMANAD

Soaml. Neither am L. I am. m not.

Saodol. Neither do L. 1 do. I don't

So can | Neither can |. 1 can. lcan't

Sodid L. MNeither did . 1 did. | didn't.

So have L Neither have L 1 have. 1 haven't.
_@KXID Listen again and check your answers.
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